
In this “Information Age” we all live in, we have become accustomed to doing almost anything 
and everything online. Information is readily available and literally right at our fingertips. 
However, when it comes time to rent or purchase an apartment, particularly in a market as 
complex as New York City, doing it alone is not necessarily the best option. Here are a few of the 
top reasons it pays to work with a professional real estate agent when moving to New York City.

1. Neighborhood Navigation – We all know that New York City is comprised of five distinct 
boroughs, but even within those areas there are unique neighborhoods with their very own flavor 
and lifestyle. A well-versed agent will get to know you and your interests. In this way, your 
broker can guide you to the best neighborhoods for you, whether you are looking for a quiet 
area, ample nightlife, or proximity of public transportation for a particular job sector, such as a 
location with a quick commute to the Financial District. An experienced broker will know the 
city like the back of his or her hand and will zero in on the best areas for you.

2. Perfect Pricing –  While the desire to save on the modest commission most brokers charge for 
rental assistance is a compelling one, the ability to secure the best price for your new apartment 
with the least amount of inconvenience and in the shortest amount of time is generally achieved 
by using a realtor. The right agent is an expert at what market value is for a given rental or its 
comparable equivalent and working with one can be a tremendous value, and even save you 
money in the long run. 

3. Co-Op and Condo Complexities – An agent with experience working in Manhattan 
understands the “ins and outs” of co-op or condo boards – something other brokers or individuals 
may not be as accustomed to. If you are considering renting a condo or co-op, having a broker in 
your corner will help you navigate what can be a complicated transaction more smoothly. 

4. The Right Referrals – The Right Referrals – An agent can refer you to sources for apartment 
insurance, carpet cleaning and décor. These areas are typically not a landlord’s expertise and 
having a handful of proven professionals to choose from will save time and avoid unnecessary 
stress when looking for an apartment. An agent usually has a network of trusted resources with 
whom you can work. 
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5. Nailing Negotiations – A key advantage of working with a broker is that it keeps the 
negotiation process professional, not personal. A renter has the right to pay the least amount 
possible, while the landlord has the right to expect fair market value. Remember, this is business. 
Having an agent in your corner to confirm all terms and then reconfirm them will leave nothing 
open to interpretation.

6. Time Savings – Finding the perfect apartment is a time consuming pursuit, but having a 
broker on your side makes it considerably less taxing. In addition to prescreening apartments to 
see if they are worth your time, an agent can also schedule viewing appointments on your behalf 
so all you have to do is arrive to see the place.


